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Queen, and told me he had spoken to the King his brother and that
he had found him determined not to receive the sacrament to
which the Protestant bishops were pressing him; that this had
very much surprised them; but that some of them would always
remain in the King's room, unless he found a pretext to cause
everybody to retire in order that he might speak to the King his
brother with more freedom and induce him to make a formal ab-
juration of heresy and to confess himself to a Catholic priest.

We discussed various expedients: the Duke of York proposed
that I should ask to speak with the King his brother, as if to com-
municate something in secret to him from Your Majesty, and that
everybody should be ordered to withdraw. This I offered to do,
but I represented to him that, besides the noise such a proceeding
would make, there was no colourable pretext to justify my re-
maining in private with the King of England and him alone so long
a time as was required for the accomplishment of what we had to do.
The Duke next thought of bringing the Queen, as if to take a last
farewell of the King and to beg his forgiveness if she had dis-
obeyed him in anything, and that he should perform the same
ceremony. At last the Duke of York determined to speak to his
brother before all that were present, but in such a way that no one
should understand what he said, because this would remove all
suspicion and it would be imagined that he was only consulting
him about State affairs and what he wished should be done after
his death; therefore, without any more precaution, the Duke,
after having forbidden anyone to come nigh, stooped down to his
brother's ear; I was in the room, and more than twenty persons
at the door which was open; what the Duke said was not heard,
but the King said aloud from time to time, "Yes, with all my heart."
He made the Duke sometimes repeat his words because he did not
hear very well; this lasted about a quarter of an hour. The Duke of
York then left the room as if to go to the Queen, and said to me,
"The King has consented to my bringing him a priest; I dare
not send any of the Duchess's, they are too well known; send quickly
and seek one". I told him I would do it with pleasure but that I
thought too much time would be lost, and that I had just seen all the
Queen's priests in a closet near to her chamber. He replied, "You
are right". He perceived at the same time the Count of Castel-
melhor, who warmly embraced the proposition I made him and
took upon him to speak to the Queen. He returned in an instant
and said "Though I were to endanger my head in this business I
would do it with pleasure, but I know none of the Queen's priests